O 0 

At page 17, line 24, please delete "70 to 95" and insert -30 to 70-; 

V^^ifrre- EO , pl edb , e~~deTete "liquid carrier and inserPfe ftrre- — 

r % P [ X 

QN 7 we ra^deeefat^e-enhan ce m t compn sitioaL; _ 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel Claims 3-4,"K9^H t8-llT^d 21^38v^out prejudice. 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 1 \(Amended) A method for permanent decorative enhancement of a 

\ 

2 polyethylene surface of a [ preformed ] molded polyethylene article which comprises: 

3 (a) incorporating [ app l ying ] a decorative enhancement composition to 

4 sard polyethylene surface wherein said decorative enhancement 

5 composition consists essentially of: 

6/ (1 ) a [ 20 to 90 we i ght percent ] liquid carrier in an amount 

cu i sufficient to provide the decorative enhancement 

p «r~fr — — 

J 8'y A \ composition with a consistency and viscosity necessary 

^ — y for application by liquid methods of application ; and 

10 \j (2) a first [ 1p\ 80 we i g ht pe rc e n t ] mixture consisting essentially 

n of : \ 

12 (A) a [ 9 to SQiwe i ght percent ] colorant in an amount 

13 sufficient to impart a desired surface color ; and 

14 (B) [ 50 to 91 weight percent of ] a second mixture consisting 
is essentially ofS, 

16 (i) [30 to 70 weight percent of] a binder [s^lid] in an amount 
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sufficient to provide adhesion of the decorative 
enhancement composition to said polyethyl ne 
surface [ se l ected from the group consist i ng of 
X^~~\ hydrocarbon res i ns, petro l eum, synthet i c and 
emu l s i f i a bl e waxes, ros i ns, ros i n esters, te r pene 
based res i ns, and ch l orinated po l yo l efin res i ns ]; and 
(ii) a ^70 to 30 weight percent ] particulate thermoplastic 
owder in an amount sufficient to fuse into and 
form a permanent bond with the molded 
poryethylene article [s^ te et ed from the group 
consist i ng of po l ye th e l e n e , po l yp r opy l e n e , a n d 
ethy l ene v i ny l ace t ate co po l ymers where in sa te 
powder\ias a dens i ty from 0i88 to 0.97 and a part i c l e 
s i ze no greater than 1*10 microns d i ameter ]; and 
(b) heating said [ depos i ted ] de&orative enhancement composition and 

said [i nterfac i ng surface ] molded polyethylene article to produce 
a molded polyethylene article having [to a n e l ev ated 
temperature and t i me suffic i ent to fuse sa i d decorative 
enhancement compos i t i on to s^ i d surface to form a - pe rm a n e nt] a 
permanently colored decorativelV enhanced surface [ of the 
preformed art i c l e ] characterized py said colorant on and in said 
polyethylene surface of said molded poly thylene article 
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2. (Amended) Trhe^ meffiochDf Claim [4] 39 wherein said liquid carrier 
2.\j/ .comprises 60 to 90 weight percenfofsaid decorative enhancement composition for use 

0 ^ 

3 V_/in applying said decorative enhancement composition by spray methods. 



5. (Amended) 
pigment from the [grou p s] £ 





thod of Claim 1 wherein said colorant is an organic 
nsisting of pthalocyanines, carbazole dioxanines, 



3_^monoazo-based, diazo based, andquinacridones. p. (Amended) The method of 

. 

4 Claim 1 further including application o 



SI 



surface of said permanent decorativ 




r overcoat composition to [tb©] an exposed 
need surface. 




l 17. (Amended) 

^2 said overcoat to said permane 

3 application of a temperature c 

4 to cause warpage. 




hod of Claim 16 further including the fusing of 
decoratively enhanced surface the 
than/250 degrees Fahrenheit without overheating 



Please add the following new claims: 



1 39. The meth©cKof ClainrT^ wherein said molded polyethylene article is a 

2 preformed molded polyethy/aneXarticle. 
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1 40. The mfethod of Claim 39 wherein said incorporating step is 

2 accomplished by applying\said decorative enhancement composition to said preformed 

3 molded polyethylene articleX 

1 41 . The method\of Claim 40 wherein said heating step is accomplished 

2 by heating said decorative enhancement composition and said preformed molded 

3 polyethylene article to a temperature and for a time sufficient to fuse said decorative 

4 enhancement composition to said preformed molded polyethylene article. 

42. The method of Craim 1 wherein said liquid carrier comprises 20 to 90 
2 weight percent of said decorative enhancement composition. 

43. The method of Clairan 1 wherein said first mixture of said colorant, said 
2 binder, and said particulate thermopla^tic^ow(der collectively comprise 10 to 80 weight 

Won. 



percent of said decorative enhancement compos 



44. The method of CI] 



herejfa said colorant comprises 9 to 50 



2 weight percent of said first mixture iand sad binder and said particulate thermoplastic 

3 powder collectively comprises 50 to 91 weight percent of said first mixture. 

1 45. The method of Claim 44 wherein said binder comprises 30 to 70 

2 weight percent of said second mixture and is selected from the group consisting of 

3 hydrocarbon resins, petroleum, synthetic waxes, emulsifiable waxes, rosins, rosin- 

4 esters, terpene based resins, and chlorinated pojyolefin resins. 
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46. The method of Claim 44 wherein said particulate thermoplastic 
powder comprises 70 to 30 weight percent of said second mixture and is selected from 
the group consisting of polyethylene, polypropylene, and ethylene-vinyl acetate co- 

olymers wherein said powder Mas a density from 0.88 to 0.97 and a particle size no 
greater than 140 microns diameteV 



